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with equal success upon a small matter as a great, I suppose him to be the authour of an advertisement for Osborne, concerning the great Harleian Catalogue1.
But I should think myself much wanting, both to my illustrious friend and my readers, did I not introduce .here, with more than ordinary respect, an exquisitely beautiful Ode, which has not been inserted in any of the collections of Johnson's poetry, written by him at a very early period, as Mr. Hector informs me, and inserted in the Gentleman's Magazine of this year.
FRIENDSHIP, an ODE.*
' Friendship, peculiar boon of hcav'n,
The noble mind's delight and pride, To men and angels only giv'n, To all the lower world deny'd.
While love, unknown among the blest,
Parent of thousand wild desires, The savage and the human breast
Torments alike with raging fires;
With bright, but oft destructive, gleam,
Alike o'er all his lightnings fly; Thy lambent glories only beam
Around the fav'rites of the sky.
Thy gentle flows of guiltless joys On fools and villains ne'er descend;
In vain for thee the tyrant sighs, And hugs a flatterer for a friend.
Directress of the brave and just, O guide us through life's darksome way !
And let the tortures of mistrust On selfish bosoms only prey.
the casual amusement of half an hour    that he should make the advertiser
during several solicitations to pro-    in one and the same paragraph when
ceecl, will neither be unacceptable to     speaking of himself use -us and mine.
our readers, nor (these circumstances     Boswell does not mention the Preface
considered)  dishonour   the persons     to vol. iii. of the Harleian Catatog-ue,
concerned by a hasty publication.'     It is included  in  Johnson's   Works
Gent. Mag. xiii. 550.                              (v. 198).    Its author, be he who he
1 See Gent. Mag. xiii. 560.  I doubt     may, in speaking' of literature, says :
whether this advertisement be from     —' I  have  idly hoped   to   revive  a
Johnson's hand.    It is very unlikely     taste well-nigh extinguished.'
Normade impromptu. The first line was proposed by Dr. James, and Johnson was called upon by the company to finish it, which he instantly did. BOSWELL. Macaulay (Essays, \. 364) criticises Mr. Croker's criticism of this epigram.
